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Introduction

The European SharePoint Conference took place in Copenhagen, Denmark from the 4th – 7th February 2013.  
With over 1,400 attendees, representing more than 700 companies from over 55 countries worldwide, our 
foundations are firmly set as Europe’s Largest SharePoint Conference. As the attendees of the conference 
returned to the office with enhanced SharePoint skills, the content, connections and community atmosphere 
that was experienced in Copenhagen continued on the web through our vibrant online community.

The Conference Diary is a summary of the insights and online discussions about ESPC 13 with incredible 
tweets, blog posts, pictures, videos and lots more. We were thrilled to hear what our attendees had to say 
about the conference and the buzz they experienced at Europe’s Largest SharePoint Conference.

The contributions that make up the diary are unedited and appear as originally published by the author. 
We believe our vibrant community can tell the European SharePoint Conference story better than we ever 
could! Don’t take our word for it – take theirs. Check it out!
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Sitting alone in Heathrow airport awaiting the 
06:40 plane to Copenhagen and the European 
SharePoint Conference gave me an opportunity 
to do a bit of work (none of the shops were open 
and I had no book). My laptop had been checked in 
already, so using my phone I jumped straight onto 
the Core SharePoint Online 2013 site. From here I 
was able to review the status of my projects, ‘follow’ 
relevant documentation and start and comment 
on conversations on my Newsfeed. This freedom of 
working on a four-inch screen, on a lonely metallic 
bench in Heathrow, was afforded to me by the new 
mobile-friendly changes made to SharePoint 2013. 
These changes have enabled better user experiences 
across devices, a must these days for multi-platform 
and bring-your-own-device environments.

For a look-and-feel advocate and a person who does 
most things on his smart phone these new features 
in SharePoint 2013 were a welcome freedom. 
Therefore, filled with optimism for the latest 
SharePoint release and despite my bleary-eyed 

exhaustion I awaited the next few days with great 
anticipation. Also, I must remember to upgrade to 
4G!

This year, over 1400 proactive and engaging 
SharePoint enthusiasts, industry experts, thought 
leaders, business decision makers and end users 
attended the European SharePoint Conference in 
the Bella Centre, Copenhagen, from the 4th -7th 
February 2013. The following article highlights some 
of my key takeaways from this year’s conference 
and some of the exciting new features in SharePoint 
2013.

      Business Intelligence

For me, the most impressive presentation I 
attended at the European SharePoint Conference 
was Attractive Business Intelligence with Microsoft 
Office, SharePoint, and SQL Server given by Rafal 
Lukawiecki. This keynote presentation, delivered 
to a packed audience in the Main Auditorium, 
was voted the best BI session at the SharePoint 
Conference in Las Vegas, two months before, and 
was attended by over 1500 delegates.

Lukawiecki proved that BI can be attractive, simple 
to use and accurate by showing 7 back-to-back 
demos of the building blocks of BI, using SharePoint 
2013, SQL Server 2012 SP1, and Office 2013. 

Lukawiecki proved that BI can be attractive, simple 
to use and accurate by showing 7 back-to-back 
demos of the building blocks of BI, using SharePoint 
2013, SQL Server 2012 SP1, and Office 2013. 
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A Diary from the European SharePoint 
Conference 2013 by Peter Kemp, Core



“Microsoft’s most recent BI technologies, such as the 
very new Power View in Excel 2013, and the greatly 
reworked SharePoint 2013, can add that special 
sparkle to your analytics that will pique your users’ 
interest, and can make them interact more deeply 
with your dashboards, charts, or reports, unlocking 
the meaning of the data being presented.” - Rafal 
Lukawiecki

      Search

“There are major changes in Search!” announced 
Agnes Molnar’s opening slide and during her 
excellent presentation she endeavoured to give ten 
reasons why it has changed for the better.

Agnes’s presentation, 10 Things I Like in SharePoint 
2013 Search, began by explaining that the FAST 
search technology, acquired by Microsoft in 2008, is 
now at the heart of SharePoint 2013 – also, that the 
UI of the search results has been greatly enhanced. 
There is now a hover panel where you can see a 
preview of your search results. This feature needs 
Office Webapps and works only for Office, HTML 
content and SharePoint content – file shares will 
not work.

      Social

Paul Swider’s presentation A Developer’s Perspective 

on the Social Architecture of SharePoint 2013 served 
to highlight that Microsoft is striving to inject a lot 
more “share” into SharePoint and touched on how 
some of the new tools should go a long way towards 
better meeting modern expectations for social and 
collaboration interactions.

I’ve always felt that the social features in SharePoint 
are really just a way of highlighting and enhancing 
the way most users are already working. Paul 
Swider’s presentation explored some of the great 
social tools in SharePoint 2013 and helped to 
identify some of the practical applications of how 
social can really impact organisations.

My Sites of past releases have provided users with 
the ability to store their personal content. What 
is new in this release is the ability to easily and 
quickly access the most common aspects of your 
My Site. The 2013 ribbon now features links to the 
Newsfeed, SkyDrive and Sites, meaning users can 
browse from their project or team sites directly into 
their personal information.

In 2013 they have added the concept of “Follow”, 
which allows people to quickly and easily add links 
and references to the content on their My Sites. 
Within SharePoint you can follow Sites, Documents, 
People or Tags, which are referenced in your My 
Site. Because users are able to effortlessly follow 
the content, they can rely on their My Site to push 
the data to them instead of having to remember to 
navigate to all of their sites directly.

Paul also showed how easy it is to create and follow 
conversations. Obviously most users will be used to 
working together on content; however, traditionally 
they will do so over email. SharePoint 2013 makes 
it easy to interact and converse with others directly 
from the site. By default, each new team site contains 
a newsfeed that allows for teams to discuss content. 
By typing the @ symbol before someone’s name, 
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@LordMunk
The Wednesday of #espc13 
hit the ground running with an 
energetic keynote presentation 
on BI by Rafal Lukawiecki. I 
heard him breathe twice.  



the global address book is displayed, making it easy 
for users to find others; they also receive an email 
letting them know that you have mentioned them. 
This email directs them to the conversation and 
provides a way for them to easily respond. By using 
the newsfeed feature you can provide a way for 
teams to keep their conversations more centralised 
within their project or team content. 

With all these great new features in mind it was 
interesting to attend Mark Fidelman’s Socialized 
& Mobilized: How the Most Successful Businesses 
are Using SharePoint and Yammer. Paul Swider 
presented the social tools provided by SharePoint 
2013, but it was Mark Fidelman’s presentation that 
highlighted how important it is for corporations 
to successfully transform into social business 
enterprises, and that to achieve this technologies 
like SharePoint 2013 My Sites need to be leveraged. 
I’ll admit some of his predictions for the future of 
social within companies and the anticipated level 

of social interaction daunted me a little, but his real-
life accounts of how some of the most successful 
corporations in the world are using social to become 
more adaptable organisations was very compelling. 
He particularly stressed the importance of using 
social technologies to help staff members become 
fully engaged team players: from foxes to roosters, I 
believe was his analogy.

      Look and Feel

I’ve left the topic closest to my heart till last. This 
subject of look and feel in SharePoint 2013 was 
expertly covered in my first presentation of the 
conference, SharePoint 2013 Branding Options & 
Opportunities given by Sanna Pehkonen, Onsight 
Helsinki.

Sanna introduced and demonstrated the most 
important new branding feature in SharePoint 
2013, the Design Manager. So important in fact is 
this new feature that Microsoft have even added 
it as a top-level selection under Site Actions in 
Publishing sites. This wizard-like step-by-step 
manager includes links to a lot of common design 
tasks experienced in 2010 but it also includes a 
number of new features.

Probably the biggest change for us SharePoint 
branding guys, and the one that will doubtless have 
the biggest effect on my working life, is the new 
Create and Edit Master Pages feature. From here 
you can create a master page or, critically, convert 
an existing HTML design into a master page. In 
SharePoint 2013 you can actually upload a HTML 
design with CSS and images and then use this 
feature to convert it to a fully functioning .master 
file. You also get a preview of your new master page 
and the Snippet gallery from which you can copy 
SharePoint functionality (like navigation, site logo, 
search etc.) and paste it right into your HTML design. 
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This therefore means we no longer need edit the 
.master file but can continue to edit the HTML file, 
meaning web designers can use whatever editor 
they desire.

This poses an interesting question on whether 
a non-SharePoint specialist web designer can 
now successfully apply branding to SharePoint, 
a question I will attempt to answer in a later blog 
post.

I had a fantastic time at the European SharePoint 
Conference 2013 and hats off to its superb 
organisers.

For me it was a great chance to meet new people 
and exchange stories. The networking opportunities 
were excellent and ably abetted with good food 
and plenty of coffee, also cakes if you were quick 
enough. I met a bunch of interesting people who 
I hope to see again soon. I was able to get fully 
engaged in thinking deeply, almost philosophically, 
about SharePoint and a showcase of what after all is 
the best platform out there – whether it be on the 
premises or in the cloud. I look forward to taking 
what I’ve learnt from those few days and working 
with SharePoint 2013 further.

I would certainly recommend anyone to consider 
attending next year’s conference.

Follow Core on Twitter @CoreGB
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@joepurse
@markfidelman Socialized & 
Mobilized: I came to #espc13 
to be inspired - mark fidelman 
did that today - astute and 
visionary thanks!!

@sebmatthews
Thanks again to @EuropeanSP 
team. #espc13 is now 
#epicespc13 in my books... 
until next time, wishing you all 
safe travels!



Sahil is a seasoned presenter and trainer and showed 
what that can do for a full-day presentation on the 
first day of the European SharePoint Conference. 
Sahil’s quirky approach to presenting thaws up any 
room, and it didn’t take long before his characteristic 
humor had the room laughing.

You can’t learn SharePoint by laughing, though, 
but Sahil doesn’t disappoint in the knowledge 
department either. Don’t let him know this, but 
I believe Sahil is one of the most knowledgeable 
people on the SharePoint 2013 scene.

What’s more important is how that knowledge 
transmits into learning for the audience. Sahil 
manages to convey his incredible skillset in easily 
digestible chunks and in a way that is easy to 
follow. Although the presentation and workshop 
is rehearsed, you get the impression that he has 
also rehearsed all the questions from the audience, 
because he answers smoothly and accurately, again 
in a way that makes people understand what he is 
saying.

To me, a key factor in evaluating a presentation is 
whether the presenter simply gulps up Microsoft 
messaging. I can’t imagine anything as boring 
as hearing yet another marketing message that 
doesn’t make sense to anyone that has been in the 
field for more than a day.

Sahil, however, is not afraid of telling things like they 
really are, regardless of what any official messaging 
may be. If nothing else, that speaks to an honest 
approach, but combined with Sahil’s abilities and 

knowledge, you have a winning combination of 
honest and informed opinions.

If you have not seen Sahil present, your SharePoint 
developer life is not complete.

Rating: 5 out of 5 Stars, Reviewed by Bjørn Furuknap 
at the European SharePoint Conference

Bjørn Furuknap works as a consultant. He writes 
a blog which can be read at www.blog.furuknap.
net
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@THMagnus
Wrapping up #ESPC13, four 
great days, especially Mondays 
workshop with @sahilmalik, You 
are a #SharePointSuperHero

Workshop Review: SharePoint 2013 Workshop for 
Developers, Presented by Sahil Malik 
Reviewed by Bjørn Furuknap

www.blog.furuknap.net


Well, European SharePoint Conference in 
Copenhagen, was, as a friend of mine would say 
it, majorly awesome, even legendary. Thanks to 
everyone who has attended my “Beyond social” 
session, thank you for all the great feedback on my 
session, for all the tweets, thank you for the chit-
chats on the floor… It was fun doing that session, 
and it’s a great thing to see that you have had some 
fun as well.

As I have promised, there is slide deck and the code 
samples I have used in the session. 

The slide deck can be downloaded here. 

As for the source codes, there are two solutions I 
have showed and used in the session. 

The first one is  “The Social Console”, with samples 
how to work with the feeds, how to post, reply and 
like on behalf of an user, how to follow Social Actors 
on behalf of someone else (using SSOM – Server 
Side Object Model), and how to integrate SharePoint 
social feed with Twitter (or anything else, for that 
matter) using CSOM – Client Side Object Model.
 

The second one is “ShareDove Social Governance”, 
which is a SharePoint farm solution with one feature 
that contains one event receiver, which shows how 
can we implement basic social post validation and 
report social posts to the administrators.

Again, thank you for a GREAT session, it was a lot of 
fun!

Adis works for Plan B GmbH, Germany. He writes 
a blog which can be read at www.blog.sharedove.
com/adisjugo/ . Follow Adis on Twitter @adisjugo
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Slide Deck and Code Samples from “Beyond 
Social” Session at European SharePoint 
Conference by Adis Jugo

@adisjugo
THE best session until now 
at #espc13! Period. (Planning 
#SharePoint #support) @
geoffeve, you rock!

https://twitter.com/search?q=adisjugo%20espc13&src=typd
http://adis.jugo.ba/download/blogimg/2013/ESPC13/AdisJugo_BeyondSocial_ESPC.pdf
www.blog.sharedove.com/adisjugo/


European SharePoint Conference 2013 (#ESPC13) 
took place this week in Copenhagen. Over 1,400 
attendees from various countries took their journey 
in order to be part of the largest SharePoint 
Conference in Europe. In my eyes the conference 
was just awesome. Tons of sessions, workshops, 
labs and keynotes brought to the attendees by well 
known SharePoint speakers from all around the 
world.

I had a talk on “SharePoint development using 
JavaScript” on thursday. At this point I’d like to say 
thank you to all my attendees, the session was really 
packed. (Makes a lot more fun instead of talking in 
front of only a few people). From my point of view 
the session went well. At the end I unfortunately 
ran out of time, so I’d to hurry up a little bit with the 
TypeScript topic.

Anyways, I’ve published all my samples and the 
slidedeck on github. 

https://github.com/ThorstenHans/EUSP 
So if you weren’t able to listen to my talk, you should 
definitively dig trough my samples.

AvePoint also did a really great job as main sponsor, 
they brought all their big guns to Copenhagen in 
order to deliver a great show. It was nice to meet 
the AvePoint crew again. Hopefully I’ll catch up 
some of them in Redmond during Summit . Exactly 
as while #SPC12 the #RedParty was the best party. 
Loud music, some drinks and of course celebrating 
SharePoint and AvePoint UK’s 5th birthday together 
made a really good party.

So I guess there will be an #ESPC13 and hopefully 
you’ll join it.

Thorsten Hans, MVP, Data One, Germany. He writes a 
blog which can be read at http://dnr.azurewebsites.
net/. Follow Thorsten on Twitter @ThorstenHans
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#ESPC13 Recap by Thorsten Hans

@raonacsalazar
@raona_es @jmgcivic @
EuropeanSP European 
SharePoint Conference sad 
it ends but really happy after 
fantastic event, great organized 
#ESPC13

https://github.com/ThorstenHans/EUSP
http://dnr.azurewebsites.net/


This week European SharePoint Conference 
#espc13 took place in Copenhagen, Denmark. ESPC 
is the largest SharePoint Conference in Europe, with 
more than 1,400 people attendees. The conference 
was located in Bella Center, Scandinavia´s biggest 
exhibition and conference centre.

For most attendees it was very convenient to stay 
in Bella Sky Comwell Hotel, a brand new design 
hotel which is part of the conference complex. Bella 
Center is about 10 minutes away from CPH airport 
and also about 10 to 15 minutes away from the city 
of Copenhagen, connected with the Metro.

      The event

ESPC event was sponsored by a lot of powerful 
partners, well known in the SharePoint community.It 
was great to have so many well known international 
speakers at the conference, a lot of SharePoint 
Architects, MCM´s, MVP´s and other experts held 
more than 120 sessions. The focus was mainly on 
SharePoint 2013.

At ESPC there have been a lot of exciting topics, 
from technics, BI, Yammer and Social, Search, Cloud, 
Office 365, WCM, Branding, Workflow, Project, Visio, 
Visual Studio, HTML 5, Java Script, Mobile,  Migration 
and Upgrade, Architecture, Infrastructure and 
Office Web Apps to social media with interesting 
questions like Microsoft’s Copenhagen Question: 
Will 2013 Be the Year for Enterprise Social in 
Europe?

      Sessions by atwork

By our company, Martina Grom (MVP Office 365, @
magrom), held two sessions about the new Office 
365 and Office 365 hybrid scenarios. See Martina´s 
slides on slideshare.com

As far as we´ve seen there were three speakers from 
Austria at the conference:
Timo Heidschuster (Solution Architect at Microsoft 
Austria), Andreas Aschauer (Trainer & Consultant at 
ppedv AG and Vienna University of Economics and 
Business) – he stepped in and held a session about 
SingalR and SharePoint - and Martina Grom (MVP 
Office 365, CEO of atwork).

      Top European SharePoint    
      Influencers

In the last weeks harmon.ie started an online 
voting on the Top European SharePoint Influencers 
in Social Media. Everybody could join and vote for 
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Recap of European SharePoint Conference 
#espc13 by atwork

http://www.forbes.com/sites/markfidelman/2013/02/08/microsofts-copenhagen-question-will-2013-be-the-year-for-enterprise-social-in-europe/


his favorite SharePoint influencer. Here are the final 
results, which were presented at the Conference 
Awards Dinner on wednesday.

 Top 25 European SharePoint Community Influencers 
- Final Results 

Top 25 European SharePoint Community Influencers 
By Country - Final Results 

It was really a surprise – Martina was voted as the 
most influencing SharePoint personality in Austria!
We also found a lot of our friends and colleagues on 
both lists, like Adis Jugo (Bosnia-Herzegovina), Toni 
Frankola (Croatia), Samuel Zürcher (Switzerland), 
Agnes Molnar (Hungary), Christian Glessner 
(Germany), Michael Greth (Germany), Fabian 
Moritz (Germany), Wictor Wilén (Sweden), Tobias 
Zimmergreen (Sweden) and many more well know 
european SharePoint experts. Congrats!

Well, this voting of course doesn´t mean there aren´t 
a lot more SharePoint experts. The organizers just 
made a snapshots of the most visible personalities 
within the SharePoint communities in Europe. 
Anyway, we´re very proud that Martina makes good 
community work and she received this award.

      Around the conference

Also check out RunningSharePoint Man website 
Florian Grasl (@RunningShareP) was running from 
the south of Vienna to ESPC in Copenhagen – and 
had some SharePoint meetings on his way -, which 
means more than 1000 kilometers in 20 days –  
between 50 and 70 kilometers per day! Although 
Florian had some problems with one leg starting 
somewhere around Berlin, he managed it perfectly 
timed to the keynote. Wow, what a performance!

       Networking

We had a great time to meet friends and new people 
from around the world again as well as enjoying 
the international SharePoint community. We had 
discussions and were hanging around, speaking 
about our passion, planning future community 
events and everything related to it. And of course 
we had a lot of fun together!

So, ESPC was a great event, meeting again a lot of 
community friends. Looking forward to the next 
(SharePoint) events! 

The atwork bog can be read at www.atwork.at
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@michaeltnoel
#espc13 was a fantastic event, 
thx to all of the organizers, 
sponsors, and especially all of 
the great delegates! Next stop, 
North Africa!

www.atwork.at
http://harmon.ie/sites/default/files/images/docs/Top25EUSPInfluencers-Final.pdf
http://harmon.ie/sites/default/files/images/docs/Top25EUSPInfluencersbycountry-Final.pdf
http://www.runningsharepoint.com/
https://twitter.com/RunningShareP


For those of you that know me, I do travel to a lot 
of the major SharePoint conferences around the 
globe. In 2012 I was the road for nearly 9 months 
and attended: TechEd North America, TechEd 
Europe, TechEd Australia, SharePoint Conference, 
Share2012, SPTechCon Boston, the Australian 
Conference, the New Zealand Conference. So I can 
positively say I know what works and what doesn’t 
work at conferences as a speaker and an attendee.

      Venue

The European SharePoint Conference was in 
Copenhagen this year and was hosted at a great 
venue. All of the rooms for the workshops, that also 
later were used for sessions were excellent with very 

helpful technicians on staff to make sure everything 
went smoothly.
 

     Sessions

There was a very strong line up of one day 
workshops before the main conference started…
one of which myself and Randy Williams did on 
Application Lifecycle Management. There was over 
400 attendees that went to these workshops which 
is pretty amazing considering the conference had 
1,400 attendees in total.

As an attendee the sessions available during the 
conference had a great coverage of topics for 
Developers, IT Pros and the Business audience and 
there were a lot of experienced speakers in the line 
up. This ensured that the quality of the content was 
very high. One thing I do find with the Microsoft run 
conferences is that there is a preference for full-time 
Microsoft people to do the sessions that usually 
results in a very one sided view of information. I 
really like it when the community experts who are 
in the field give a balanced view of information and 
this conference definitely did that.

I attended a few sessions including an EXCELLENT 
one by Erica Toelle from Seattle, USA on Adoption 
and one by Adis Jugo on Social API’s. There was 
always enough room in the rooms from what I 
experienced and didn’t hear any complaints around 
that. So the track organizers clearly did a good job 
on understanding demand of sessions.

I will admit that at most conferences I do spend a 
lot of time meeting people 101 and look at content 
after the fact rather than attending sessions as it’s a 
great opportunity for me to hear what people are 
doing with SharePoint, what their pains are and how 
I can help them there on the spot or by introducing 
new features in AvePoint’s products.
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European SharePoint Conference 2013 Review 
by Jeremy Thake



      Food

The food that was provided throughout the event 
to keep us all fueled was very good and the only 
feedback I had was that there was a very low 
amount of sodas available. Personally I don’t drink 
tea or coffee so I need my caffeine fix in other 
ways…especially when I’m burning the candle at 
both ends by going out socializing in the evenings.
 
The hotel was great too although I must admit the 
restaurant just wasn’t prepared for the conference 
attendee demand on food and we found that we 
had to make the trip into the city center to eat. This 
was the only problem with the venue because it 
was about a 10-15 minute drive into the city by taxi 
or train right next to hotel.

      Organizers

As a speaker and a booth babe on our vendor 
stand in the expo hall, I do get to work with the 
organizers a lot at conferences. I couldn’t believe 
how professional these guys were and how calm 
they looked throughout the event. They did a great 
job of keeping everything running on time and 
sorting out enquiries really quickly. I had a great 
time on the last night partying with them as they 
celebrated their success of the week. I’d just like to 
congratulate them on a great conference!

      Head to head

AvePoint were also part of a Migration product head 
to head which had our major competitors have 10 
minutes to show off their product and prove they 
could handle the challenges put before them. It 
was a good way for us as a Vendor to show our stuff 
to the attendees but was a little disappointed by 
the turn out and how it was promoted and also that 
there was no voting to find a winner. It would have 

been good if it were recorded and published online 
publically and also that social media was used to 
report live as it was happening. I tried to fill that 
void on twitter with a little trash talk to keep the 
thing going.

      Awards night

The Awards night was a great way to relax after a 
long few days and to celebrate the successes of 
the companies that won awards at the event. AT 
AvePoint we were honored to be awarded the best 
SharePoint 2013 App voted by the community in a 
strong field. 

      MyESPC

The team also did a great job of networking 
people by having a very well thought out portal for 
speakers to submit their content and for attendees 
to engage with others. There are all the recordings 
from sessions that had AV equipment in there and 
slide decks etc. The team are keeping this running 
throughout the year to encourage engagement 
for next year’s event which is a great community 
opportunity for people.

      Finally

I would highly recommend to consider next year’s 
event as an attendee, sponsor and a speaker

Jeremy works for AvePoint, USA. He writes a blog 
which can be read at http://www.jeremythake.
com/ . Follow Jeremy on Twitter @jthake
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I have been thinking what to write about my 
experience in the ESPC. but I thought if I kept 
thinking I will forget and get more busy and won’t 
write anything which is the thing that happens 
a lot. So, I thought I just open the document and 
write what I experienced and that will be more from 
my heart than being arranged in bullets. This is not 
a technical article anyway.

I was speaker at the ESPC; my session was about 
“What’s new in the SharePoint Designer 2013” enjoy 
the slides.

European SharePoint Conference @ Copenhagen 
… It was my first trip to Europe. Great experience, 
great adventure.. no matter what, the best part is 
meeting SharePointers. 

The Conference was in a great venue, the organizers 
did really hard work to make it happen in that way. 
THANK YOU AGAIN & AGAIN.

Please correct me if I am wrong but really this is 
the biggest SharePointers gathering I have ever 
seen, it was always Tech.Ed that have big number 
of attendees and sessions but it was more than 
just SharePoint sessions now this one was for 
SharePointer Lovers only. 

Great sessions, Impressive keynotes. Around 1500 
attended, 78 sponsor, 90 sessions.

SharePointers who really love this product, you will 
find them; helpful & Volunteer people.. help you 
find what you need, solves your problem, try to find 
solution with you and more.. and on top of this they 
are collaborative people indeed .. it is my experience 
with most of the conferences & events too.

ESPC Dinner was really amazing gathering, I was 
really happy to be there, I meet people I only follow 
them on Twitter or FB or there blogs & who they 
follow me too, I meet them in person; which is really 
v nice  and hope to see them again soon.
 
One Impressive person I have been a year blogging 
with him Dave Coleman [MS MVP] but never met 
him, in the conference I had the chance to say hi.
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Biggest SharePointers Gathering @ ESPC – [UAE 
to Denmark] Only 4 SharePoint ;)  by Mai Omar 
Desouki

@ingozim
@EuropeanSP Thanks for 
organising that Great 
Conference! #espc13 the for 
meeting all sharepointers from 
ercerywhere cu again next 
year!



As always best speaker ever Rafal Lukawiecki, this 
time he had a keynote which is really valuable.

SharePointers Ladies: Agnes Molnar, Erica Toelle & 
Sonja Madsen.  

Actually more and more and more.. people I never 
knew but was amazing and talented, like Mike 
Fitzmaurice gorgeous, his experience was really 
obvious. 

I call them my friends, Joel Oleson, Michael Noel, 
Paul J. Swider, and I hope Bjørn Furuknap doesn’t 
mind to call him friend too who gave me lots of 
advice there and I really enjoyed listening to him ” I 
will do it, I didn’t forget “. 

If you missed it .. try to don’t miss it next year, it is 
yearly Europe SharePoint Conference ..

Mai Omar Desouki works for Infusion, Dubai. 
She writes a blog which can be read at http://
maiomardesouki.com/  . Follow Jeremy on Twitter 
@MaiOmarDesouki

 Howest Think    
 SharePoint Team 
 Video:

The Howest team won the “SharePoint Got Talent” 
competition in 2012. They have highlighted their 
journey at the European SharePoint conference 
2013 in Copenhagen, Denmark. Watch now

      Video Recap by
  Benjamn Niaulin’s:
Find out what Benjamin Niaulin’s thought of his 
time the ESPC 2013, including a small summary of 
the SharePoint Migration Shootout. Watch now
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@ThorstenHans
@EuropeanSP thx for the great 
Conference #ESPC13 was 
awesome

http://maiomardesouki.com/
http://en.share-gate.com/blog/european-sharepoint-conference-recap?utm_source=Copy+of+January+Newsletter+2013&utm_campaign=Feb+Newsletter&utm_medium=email
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=y8lHxqU7QoM


The top 10 track speakers at the ESPC 13 were 
voted for by the attendees at the conference. We 
are delighted to announce that the top overall 
conference speaker was Michael Noel with three 
sessions voted in the top 10 - what an achievement! 
We would also like to offer huge congratulations to 
the rest of the speakers voted in the top 10! They 
are as follows;
 

Michael Noel, MVP, 
CCO, USA

 

Dan Holme, MVP, 
Intelliem Inc., USA

 

Geoff Evelyn, 
MVP, SIT, UK

 

Hilton Giesnow, MVP, 
Experts Inside, South 
Africa

 

Peter Kestenholz, 
Projectum, Denmark

Seb Matthews, 
AdeoPoint, UK

 

Spencer Harbar,  
MCM, UK

 

Abi Onifade, 
AvePoint, EMEA

 

Jeremy Thake, MVP, 
MCT, AvePoint Inc, 
USA

 

Thorbjorn Vaerp, 
Atea, Norway 

*Keynotes not included
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Top 10 ESPC Speakers Announced

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10



Apps Everywhere: 
The New Office And 
SharePoint Store. Why 
Building a Vibrant 
Ecosystem Makes 
Great Business Sense 

Ludovic Hauduc | Microsoft, 
USA

SharePoint 2013 - Key 
Success Factors for 
Successful Deployment  

Spencer Harbar, MCM | 
Enterprise Architect, UK
Mirjam van Olst, MCM 
MVP | SharePoint Architect, 
Avanade, Netherlands

Attractive Business 
Intelligence with 
Microsoft Office, 
SharePoint and SQL 
Server

Rafal Lukawiecki | Strategic 
Consultant and Director, Project 
Botticelli Ltd, Ireland

The State of SharePoint 
Governance: Making 
Business Alignment Your 
Governance Strategy  

Dan Holme, MVP | Microsoft 
Technologies Evangelist, 
Intelliem Inc., USA 
Christian Buckley, MVP | 
Director of Product Evangelism, 
Axceler, USA

As organisers we would like to extend a sincere 
thank you to our programme team for all the efforts 
throughout the year to put together an exceptional 
conference programme. They have been fantastic 
to work with and provided wonderful guidance 
and direction to shape the 2013 technical schedule. 
Their time and commitment has been greatly 
appreciated.

Robbie Leggett, 
Wipro, UK

Samuel Zuercher 
(MVP), Senior 
Consultant, Experts 
Inside Switzerland

Michael Greth (MVP), 
Co-Founder of
SharePoint
Community.de Germany
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Our Outstanding Keynotes Included:

A Sincere Thank You to the 2013 Programme 
Team!



It sometimes can be hard for customers to 
understand the value of products that are added 
to SharePoint. Many times it is very difficult for 
customers to compare tools that appear similar 
but are yet different. The SharePoint “Shoot Out” 
aimed to have the top Microsoft partners in each 
of two categories (Social and Upgrade/Migration 
to 2013) shoot it out in public to help customers 
see the unique value and the differences. These 
two moderated sessions promised to be very 
informative and lots of fun. Calinda Software, Colligo 
Networks, Harmon.ie, Object Connect, TeamCollab 
and Techtra had a chance to present their solutions 
in a live environment through the “Social Shootout” 
while AvePoint, Axceler, Dell, MetaVis Technologies 
, Metalogix, & Sharegate took part in the “Upgrade/
Migration to 2013”.  

The Community Awards Dinner took place in 
Langelinie Pavillonen to a full house. With a 
superb location overlooking Copenhagen harbor 
the restaurant was alive and buzzing with the 
SharePoint community all mingling over drinks and 
dinner. As part of the night the prestigious 2013 
European SharePoint Community Award Winners 
were announced as well as the unveiling of the Top 
25 SharePoint Influencers in Europe. 

The European SharePoint Community Award 
winners are as follows;

PDF ShareForms - Winner of Best SharePoint 
Intranet/Extranet Solution 
Create|it - Winner of Best SharePoint Search 
Solution 
METROfactory - Winner of Best Mobile Solution 
AvePoint - Winner of Best SharePoint App 
Netcompany - Winner of Highest Impact BI 
Solution

To view the winning submissions simply click here
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SharePoint Shootouts The European 
SharePoint 
Community Awards 
Dinner

@nnthuan
European #SharePoint 
conference 2013 gala diner. It’s 
unforgettable event #espc13 
http://t.co/53GeLjdw



In order to recognise some very special 
achievements, there were three additional awards 
presented on the night. They were as follows; 

Christian Buckley - Winner of Best European 
SharePoint Community Contributor 

Wouter Van Vugt - Winner of Best Conference 
Tutorial  

Florian Grasel - Winner of Most Unusual Conference 
Journey 

We were delighted to join with harmon.ie to 
recognise the Top 25 Influencers among the 
European SharePoint Community. They are 
SharePoint enthusiasts who share their knowledge 
and expertise with the community.  The Top 
25 Influencers in Europe were voted for by the 
SharePoint Community and the winners were as 
follows:  
1. Gokan Ozcifci - @gokanozcifci, Belgium
2. Spencer Harbar - @harbars, United Kingdom
3. Michael Greth - @mysharepoint, Germany
4. Andrej Doms - @rubykon, Germany

5. Oliver Wirkus - @owirkus, Germany
6. Corrado Iorizzo - @corradoi, Switzerland
7. Falak Mahmood - @falaky, Sweden
8. Wictor Wilen - @wictor, Sweden
9. Abi Onifade - @abionifade, United Kingdom
10. Chris O’Brien - @ChrisO_Brien, United Kingdom

Click here to view the full list of winners 

The night was magnificent and brought together 
the best and most vibrant SharePoint community 
in Europe! We had a fabulous night socialising, 
chatting and laughing with old and new friends in 
this amazing and friendly community. It truly was a 
night to remember.
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@pswider
RT @nnthuan Thank you to 
Helen, Mary, Tracey, Declan, 
Peter and #espc13 team an 
incredibly great conference. @
EuropeanSP >++1 Thank you!

@lrunejensen
@michaeltnoel The by far 
best ITPRO session this year 
Ultimate Infrastructure Best 
Practices @EuropeanSP. You 
made my day! #espc13

http://harmon.ie/sites/default/files/images/docs/Top25EUSPInfluencers-Final.pdf


From February 4-7, the European SharePoint 
community gathered in Copenhagen, Denmark 
for European SharePoint Conference 2013. 
Unsurprisingly, Microsoft SharePoint 2013 was the 
star of the show this year, and the event brought 
together both Microsoft and independent industry 
experts to share advice and real-world experience 
to help attendees maximize the platform and all of 
its new features at their organizations.

As the proud Diamond Sponsor of the event, 
AvePoint was out in full force. As you can see in 
the photo below, our booth in the expo hall, where 
attendees met with our SharePoint experts and 
learned about our latest innovations, truly stood 
out. 

Additionally, our experts led multiple sessions 
throughout the event, including:

· “Achieving the Application Lifecycle Management 
Dream in SharePoint” by Chief Architect and 

SharePoint MVP Jeremy Thake and Evangelist/
Architect Randy Williams

· “Achieving the Application Lifecycle Management 
Dream in SharePoint” by Chief Architect and 
SharePoint MVP Jeremy Thake

· “SharePoint 2013: Application Fundamentals” by 
Randy Williams

· “Microsoft Office 365, Windows Azure, or On Prem? 
Have SharePoint Your Way” by Director of EMEA 
Systems Engineering Abi Onifade

· “Getting Started with Microsoft Office 365 
SharePoint 2013 Online Development” by Jeremy 
Thake

· “Successful Migration to SharePoint 2013 - 
Planning Considerations & Migration Strategies” by 
Abi Onifade

There were many highlights of the event for 
AvePoint, so it was hard to pick a favorite moment. 
We were thrilled to see AvePoint MyView recognized 
with the “Best SharePoint 2013 App” award at the 
European SharePoint Community Awards. The 
award was presented at the European SharePoint 
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European SharePoint Conference 2013 Wrap-Up 
by AvePoint

@SP_Strategist
European SharePoint 
Conference Copenhagen. The 
premier event on the European 
Calendar. Congrats to winners! 
#ESPC13 



Gala Dinner 2013 on Wednesday, February 6, and 
accepted by Jeremy Thake. The day after the awards 
ceremony, Jeremy was able to showcase MyView 
during a special “award winners” session.

During the same Gala Dinner, it was also announced 
that Abi Onifade was named one of the Top 25 
European SharePoint Influencers in 2013. The 
survey, conducted by harmon.ie, was voted upon 
by the European SharePoint Community. Winners 
were recognized during the European SharePoint 
Gala Dinner 2013. Abi ranked 9th out of 25. Way to 
go, Abi! 

Of course, how could we forget the SharePoint 
Shootout on SharePoint 2013 migration on 
Wednesday, February 6? The event brought 
together the top Microsoft partners to demonstrate 
products in public to help customers see unique 
values and the differences. Vice President of Product 
Marketing Mary Leigh Mackie rocked the stage with 
a presentation of DocAve Migrator that showcased 
why AvePoint is the avenue to SharePoint 2013.

At the end of the event, AvePoint gave away a brand 

new quad bike to one lucky winner. The prize went 
to Patrick Sender from Data One GMBH. Enjoy the 
bike, Patrick! 

To see more photos from the event, visit our 
Facebook page

Follow AvePoint on Twitter @AvePoint_Inc
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@mattmoo2
Trying to ignore Copenhagen 
but you guys are not making 
it easy :( hope you’re having 
fun, looks like a great conf well 
done @EuropeanSP

@OWirkus
Just finished my session. 
#Awesome audience. Was a 
real pleasure talking about 
Document Management! 
#ESPC2013  

http://www.facebook.com/EuropeanSharePointConferenceCommunity?ref=hl#!/media/set/?set=a.10151304997943063.467942.100618293062&type=3


It’s been a week since I unpacked from my trip to 
Copenhagen and the 2013 European SharePoint 
Conference. Over 1,400 attendees enjoyed the 
mild weather (for New England) and charms of 
Scandinavia including herring! After a brief 2 
½ day delay because of the blizzard here in the 
Northeastern US, it’s good to be home. 

There were some key themes that kept surfacing 
throughout discussions with delegates, speakers 
and event staff.  One key discussion point was 
Office 365.  It’s clearly a major theme for Microsoft 
this year, and beyond.  What does this mean, 
though, for the lowly 150 million or so users of on 
premises SharePoint?  Is Microsoft moving away 
from traditional SharePoint?

In my opinion, no.  Microsoft has committed to 
rolling out more frequent updates and releases, 
many of these starting first with the cloud.  But 
it’s important to remember that the on-premises 
product is the basis for offering SharePoint Online in 
Office 365.  Moving the traditional product forward 

is the way to advance the cloud experience, too.

A second topic of discussion was security 
complexity.  Security continues to be a key subject 
for governance in SharePoint 2013.  In addition to 
the ongoing expansion of SharePoint’s content 
capacity, the double whammy of social sites and 
social sharing will expose implementation with 
poor security governance.   A possible approach 
is classification.  Whether content is automatically 
or manually classified by sensitivity, privacy, etc., 
several delegates advanced the hypothesis that 
classification leads to more consistent security than 
deriving autonomous, independent access rights 
for each separate piece of content.

Picked up a few pros and cons on SharePoint 
workflow from Mike Fitzmaurice (@mikefitz) from 
Nintex:

     Bad uses of SharePoint Workflow

•	 Transaction	oriented	processes
•	 Application	to	application	service
•	 Aggressive	data	transformation
•	 Non	SharePoint	workloads								
•	 Blocking	or	modifying	activity

     Good approaches for SharePoint  
 Workflow

•	 State	workflows,	introduced	in	2013,	can	help!
•	 	Use	metadata	to	do	the	work	instead	of		 	
 hardcoding URLs, names, etc. 
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European SharePoint Conference 2013 Wrap-up – 
Security, Clouds, Workflows and the Hammer  by 
Chris McNulty, Dell



     Dell at the Conference

Dell had the pleasure of being a Platinum Sponsor 
at the conference.  I hosted two breakout sessions 
– one on upgrading custom solutions with our 
Quest case study partner from Golder Associates, 
Kim Forchhammer.   (Thanks again, Kim, for helping 
reprise our SPC2012 Conference session from 
Las Vegas)  I also presented a deep dive on using 
SQL Analysis Services to add PerformancePoint 
dashboards to SharePoint 2013.  

For copies of the slides, please visit www.
sharepointforall.com.

We were also pleasantly surprised to see our free 
Dell Social Hub demoed as the featured app in 
Ludovic Hauduc’s Microsoft keynote about the 
Microsoft SharePoint App Store    It’s a great way 
to add public social feeds to SharePoint - and its 
free.

But this was not the only way we engaged with 
the attendees! We also invited all attendees to visit 
our booth and play our SharePoint Chaos game. 
Participants got the opportunity to try and ‘slam 
down their SharePoint Chaos’ by hitting our game 
as hard as possible.  (It was a big hammer.)  We had 
a lot of fun at the booth and many took on the 
challenge to become Mr. or Ms. SharePoint and win 
a Kindle.   After 3 days we named our two winners:  

•	 Mr.	SharePoint	Stephane	Desbonnes	with	6962	
 points
•	 Ms.	SharePoint	Jana	Babackova	with	4859
 points

Congratulations to the winners and a big thanks to 
all who were brave enough to participate.  Special 
thanks to our team at Dell - Kim, Riona, Peter, Alex, 
Brian, Seamus, Bradlee and Linda - for all their help.  
Thanks again to the event organizers and staff, and 
hope to see all of you again next year!

Chris works for Dell Software, USA. He writes a blog 
which can be read here. Follow Chris on Twitter @
cmcnulty2000

The European SharePoint  Conference Diar ies  2013

[ 23 ]

www.sharepointeurope.com

@buckleyplanet
It’s been an excellent week at 
#ESPC13 !! Thank you to Helen, 
Mary, Tracy, Declan, Peter and 
team for another great event 
(1400 attendees!)

http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/store/quest-social-hub-WA103659403.aspx
http://www.chrismcnulty.net/blog/default.aspx


For more about the conference and community log onto 
www.sharepointeurope.com

Join our SharePoint community to gain free access to all 
our community content including webinars, presentations, 

videos, eBooks, case studies, blogs and lots more!

European SharePoint Community
IDA Business Park

Dangan, Galway, Ireland
Ph: +353 91 514472

info@sharepointeurope.com




