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In this post I will look at how to create PDF documents from data.




Use Cases




In the example that I’m using in this post I will generate a quotation document that takes data from my Dynamics 365 system. But there are so many more use cases for PDF document that take data from any kind of data source.




Your data may live in SharePoint lists, or maybe SQL or maybe even Dataverse it all doesn’t really matter. The aim will all be the same take some data and put it into a nice looking document that is ready to impress the reader.




In my case I got a design delivered in a word document and needed to generate a PDF from a Model Driven app.









now I could use the document generation within Dynamics but I quite quickly found myself going through hoops to make things work. So I thought, I could create a flow.




So straight from my opportunity in Dynamics 365 I can generate a quote that is emailed to me in PDF format ready to send to my client.









Data




In my case I’m going to use the data in Dynamics 365 and generate the html from that.




First steps first. I created the html for my document. This is where you will start to look at the document and recognize that you have pages with a header and a footer and in the footer there is a page number.




If you considered using a flow like this then you will find quote quickly that the OneDrive PDF conversion isn’t up to the job









A couple of the issues that I ran into were:




	Header and Footer support
	Tables next to each other is really painful
	Background colours on rows in tables
	And quite a few more issues.





So I started to look at other options.




Encodian




The connector that I looked into to generate the PDFs is called Encodian. In this post I will give a bit more information on how to use this great connector. But it isn’t just the connector that is great. During my trials i tested their support team and their support is second to none.




I’m going to start with the generation of the HTML. I’m not going to go into details here as every document will be different. If you need help with generation the html fell free to contact me and I can help you build the flows to do this.




                

                
                

                First of all you will need to generate the main html for the page. This is all of the pages without the headers and the footers.



So I initialized a variable that hold my html.









Then I add the html for each element within my document. it is useful to add some comments in your html so that you can recognize the different parts of your document.









Now that we have the html ready, we can Create PDF documents from the html.




Create PDF documents from HTML




The flow that I created uses a few actions from the Encodian connector to create PDF documents. First we will need to convert the HTML to PDF using the Convert HTML to PDF action.









Now we will need to add the header and the footer. There is only one action available for this. The Add HTML Header or Footer will ask you to select the location. this can be Footer or Header but also both. When you select both your header and footer will be the same. I’m not sure when you would do this, but I’m sure there will be some use case for that.




So just construct the HTML that you want to appear on all pages and your PDF will have the footer and the header that you want, making your document look good.









Now we have a header and a footer but no page numbers yet. This however is the easy part. The Add page numbers lets you add a page number to each page in whatever format you might need. In page case I wanted the page number of total pages format.









Then the result quite quickly looked like this.









Find more great content here!




Reference:




Veenstra, P. (2021). Create PDF documents from data in Power Automate. Available at: https://sharepains.com/2021/02/18/create-pdf-documents-data-power-automate/ [Accessed: 3rd March 2021]. 




Find more great Power Platform content here.
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Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada
Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central African Republic
Chad
Chile
China
Colombia
Comoros
Congo Democratic Republic of the
Congo Republic of the
Costa Rica
Côte d'Ivoire
Croatia
Cuba
Curaçao
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Djibouti
Dominica
Dominican Republic
East Timor
Ecuador
Egypt
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea
Estonia
Ethiopia
Faroe Islands
Fiji
Finland
France
French Polynesia
Gabon
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guam
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Jordan
Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kiribati
North Korea
South Korea
Kosovo
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Laos
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho
Liberia
Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania
Luxembourg
Macedonia
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Malta
Marshall Islands
Mauritania
Mauritius
Mexico
Micronesia
Moldova
Monaco
Mongolia
Montenegro
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger
Nigeria
Northern Mariana Islands
Norway
Oman
Pakistan
Palau
Palestine State of
Panama
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Puerto Rico
Qatar
Romania
Russia
Rwanda
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Samoa
San Marino
Sao Tome and Principe
Saudi Arabia
Senegal
Serbia
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Singapore
Sint Maarten
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Africa
Spain
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Sudan South
Suriname
Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Syria
Taiwan
Tajikistan
Tanzania
Thailand
Togo
Tonga
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Turkmenistan
Tuvalu
Uganda
Ukraine
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
United States
Uruguay
Uzbekistan
Vanuatu
Vatican City
Venezuela
Vietnam
Virgin Islands British
Virgin Islands U.S.
Yemen
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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			Developer
IT Professional
Business Decision Maker
End User
Maker
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